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THE DRAMA, 
—@— 


DRURY-LANE. 
THE BRUSSELS COMPANY. 
In writing about this company, on its 
second advent into this country, we labour 





under many disadvantages. We are afraid 
lest our feelings of gratification, not to say 
enthusiasm, should carry us beyond the 
horizon of fair criticism, We have also 
been great sticklers for what is denominated 
native talent, and have always felt an indig- 
nant flush on our cheeks at national esta- 
blishments being filled by foreign artists. 
Real merit and talents, such as are pos- 
sessed by the above company, however, 
offer so glaring a contrast to the sticks that 
have been operatives during the last season 
at this theatre, that all our homely feelings 
are smothered by the delight we experience 
in hearing something like good singing, in 
addition to acting of the highest order. A 
determination to succeed, a total want of 
conceit, and an evident desire to learn and 
to be taught, cause the extraordinary unity 
of purpose which distinguishes the per- 
formances of this company. Every one 
takes a part in the operas perfectly imbibed 
with the spirit of the composer, and deter- 








mined t to ar justic e to “the ‘author’ Ss mean- 
ing. ‘There is no tame and sleepy action 
in their delivery; there is no straining after 
effect, but all is natural, and produced 
And how sonorous 
With a handful of cho- 
risters, how grand and massive docs the 
music resound through the house! In an 
English opera, despite of its double chorus, 


without apparent effort. 
are the voices! 


the voices often are lost ; a mumbling noise 
is heard, but there is no energy, no meaning 
in their singing. The band, too, is perfect, 
playing with an ensemble, finish, delicacy, 
and expression, that we have vainly looked 
for at any metropolitan theatre. In a word, 
everything connected with the troupe is per- 
fect, and could we but blow their feme loud 
enough to be heard all over town, we would 
never tire of sounding their praise. The 
fact is, we are great admirers of really good 
things. We are musicians, and have been 
great travellers—have heard operas abroad 
and operas here, and know how to dis- 
tinguish the empty charlatans who come 
over in flocks at concert time, pocketing 
their 10 or 15 guineas at a concert, from 
the true and modest artiste who, content 
with a small salary, cultivates music with 
all his soul, and eventually becomes a dis- 
tinguished member of a first-rate continental 
troupe. But we are diverging, and forgetting 
the Brussels Company. It consists of pretty 
nearly the same members as last season, 
with two or three additional names, decided 
improvements upon last year, - We have 
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Moussicur Boulo, as seeond tenor, a gentle- 
man of very sweet and highly cultivated 
voice. ‘There is Mensicur Barielle, a bass 
whom our svi-disant basses would do well to 
study. His style is perfect, and in the 
characters we have yet seen him he comes 
out gloriously; not that his organ is de- 
cidedly pure, but that his expression and 
his enunciation are so true and charac- 
teristic ; he sings with great force, and ina 
highly impressive manner. There is Mon- 
sieur Massol, a distinguished member of the 
Royal Academy in Paris, who possesses a 
barytone voice of much power and sweet- 
ness, in addition to the advantages of a good 
person and an agreeable style. These three 
are the substitutes for last season, and it 
must at once be conceded that the change 
is all for the better. Monsieur and Madame 
Laborde, Zelger, and Madame Jullien, are 
well known. ‘The chorus appears to be 
about the same both in names and numbers; 
The 
series of operas commenced with Meyer- 
beer’s celebrated one of “ The Huguenots,” 
a work about which there is much difference 
of opinion. 


the orchestra has a slight increase. 


We consider it very grand and 
impressive, full of character. It has not 
the lightness and vivacity of the French 
school. It wants that sparkling animation, 
that vein of coquetry, which pervades the 
modern French operas; but then it is 
wedded to an event of a grave and dismal na- 
ture,and the music is toned down to describe 
the harrowing scenes which even in reading 
shake the nerves and appal the senses. 
The critic must therefore not expect to have 
his ears tickled ‘ with trifles light as air ;” 
he must make up his mind to hear something 
of an exciting tendency, and with this idea 
he will be electrified with ‘ The Huguenots.’ 
The composer was three years at work on 
this masterpiece. The French Opera in 
Paris devoted a whole year to its rehearsal. 
This alone should tell the difficulty of the 
execution, ‘Lhe Paris Opera has neces- 
sarily the advantage over the Brussels Com- 
pany in number of chorusses, but we very 
much doubt whether the same unison of 
talent runs through their principal per- 
formers as at present constituted, Certain 
are we that they have no such singer as 
Madame Laborde, whose style is of a school 
which syartles and surprises, by making and 
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overcoming difficulties which appear unsur- 
mountable. The flexibility of voice and 
extensive facility of execution, are accom- 
panied by tones full, clear, firm, and mellow ; 
she may fairly be said to be the finest singer 
we have hadin London for many seasons, 
and rivals Persiani in the delicacy of her 
upper notes, and in a shake of infinite bril- 
liancy. Nothing can be more exquisitely 
beautiful than her singing ina grand con- 
certante duet with a flute in a little opera, 
called the “ Rossignal.” We would wil- 
lingly write more on this subject this week, 
but space and our printer’s devil remind us 
that there is no more room; _ so we conclude 
by heartily recommending our readers to 
avail themselves of this opportunity of en- 
joying the greatest musical treat in London. 
HAY MARKET, 

A very pretty and entertaining opera has 
been brought out here within these few 
nights, entitled “The Wonderful Water 
Cure ;”” with Madame Thillon playing her 
original character, in which she turned the 
heads of the Parisians when she first ap- 
peared init. The music by Grisars, is of a 
light character, and partaking of the pecu- 
liarities of various schools, but pleasing 
from its sparkling style. 
simple as need be. 


The story is as 
Argentine (Madame 
Thillon), the niece of the old quack doctor, 
Tartaglia (Mr. Paul Bedford), is beloved 
by Belloni (Hudson), a strolling player, 
who has set up his booth opposite to the 
stage from which the doctor vends his nos- 
trums to the credulous folks of Naples. 
The doctor’s fame has been principally esta- 
blished by the wonderful cures that he 
asserts have been wrought by “L’Eau 
Merveilleuse,’’ which in fact is nothing but 
pure water from an adjoining fountain, 
Argentine communicates this secret to her 
lover, who attempts to compete with the 
doctor by selling bottles of water of greater 
efficacy than his rival’s, the people, how- 
ever, instigated by Tartaglia, regard him as 
an impostor, and he is driven from his stage 
by the indignant populace. He now tries 
another scheme, and pretending that he has 
poisoned himself in despair, wishes to make 
a will, leaving 30,000 crowns to Argentine ; 
but he is dying, and there is no time to exe- 
cute a formal will. The only means, then, 


of securing the fortune to the girl, whom 
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Tartaglia designs for his own wife, is to 
This 
is no sooner done than Belloni, asking for a 


marry her to the dying scaramouch, 


draught of the doctor’s wonderful water, is 
suddenly restored to health aid strength, 
and the baffled quack is obliged to console 
himself for the loss of a wife anda fortune, 
with the fame which the cure of the expi- 
ring lover will bring to him. Of Madame 
Thillon, too much praise cannot be given to 
her; she is indeed surprising in everything 
she undertakes—the most pains-taking ac- 
Hudson is a most useful 
actor in a theatre; he does everything well, 


tress we know of. 


and never offends; his singing and acting 
Nor must we 
forget Paul Bedford, who has been trans- 


in this piece are very clever. 


planted from the Adelphi for the purpose 
of making the opera complete. It was 
quite successful. 

ST. JAMES’S. 

The tragedy of “ Les Horace”? has in- 
troduced Mdlle. Rachel toan audience in 
this splendid dramatic temple. This emi- 
nent French actress is seen to much greater 
advantage here than at a larger house ;_ her 
tones fall full upon the ear, and the visitor is 
enabled to catch every look and gesture. 
Of all the trans-channel professionals, she 
is decidedly the chief, though, in the serious 
drama, they are considered much weaker, 
both in numbers and talent, than our own. 
Mdlle. Rachel's style is decidedly classical ; 
to tell the truth we should admire her more 
if she possessed more of the natural; her 
Ra- 
cine’s tragedies,although they possess much 
beauty, are not calculated to take the British 
by storm; they are too pedantic to be truly 
life-like. Therefore it is not surprising 
thatthe French, who are especially noted 
for their volatile ideas, should allow the 
works of this author and Corneille to sink 
into comparative obscurity. 
produced the greatest dramatic artistes un- 


greatest efforts are in the passionate. 


England has 


der the sun, and posseses enough on the 
stage at present to conquer the pretentions 
of any other company. We know there are 
numbers who seldom visit our theatres tell 
us the stage is not what it was, that actors 
are not what they were ; 
their entire ignorance of the subject they 


but we laugh at 


converse upon, and dare them to prove their 
Mdle. Rachel will probably 


appear again next week, 


ass. rtions. 
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SADLER’'S WELLS. 

This theatre opens this evening, with the 
following talented company: Mr.G. Bennett, 
Mr. H. Marston, Mr. H. Mellon, Mr. Hos- 
kins, Mr. Morton, Mr. Graham, Mr. Stilt, 
Mr. Maskell, Mr. A. Younge, Mr. Scharfe, 
Mr. Williams, Mr. Montague, Mr. Branson, 
Mr. C. Fenton, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Franks, 
Mr. Phelps ; Miss Cooper, Miss St. George, 
Mrs. I'rancis, Miss Stevens, Miss Ward, 
Miss Webster; Mrs. Graham, Miss Hart, 
Mrs. H. Marston, Mrs. Brougham, Miss 
Williams, Miss Morelli, Miss Maskell, Miss 
Stanhope, and Mrs. Pollock. Mr. Green- 
wood is the acting manager; Fenton and 
Finlay, painters ; machinist, Mr. Cawdery ; 
musical director, Mr. Montgomery. The 
opening play will be “ Henry the Fourth,” 
Mr. James Wallack has been named to us, 
but we have reason to know the arrange- 
ment is not yet concluded; there ean be no 
doubt but 2 would be an immense acquisi= 
tion to the company, and, if he is engaged, 
we may say it will be complete, save alow 
comedian, which is very difficult to be-met 
with. The theatre has undergone many 
judicious alterations, both in the exterior 
and interior ; a new portico hasbeen erected, 
and two new entrances, one to the boxes and 
the other to the pit. The interior is em- 
bellished in a neat and chaste style, which 
gives a much better effect to the stage ap- 
pointments. Upon the whole the altera- 
tions are decidedly great improvements, 

QUEEN'S. 

Mr. Abington, the new lessee here, has 
made his first appearance on metropolitan 
boards in the character of Shylock, and has 
been well received. To say that his deline- 
ation of that one of the most arduous of 
Shakspeare’s characters was faultless would 
be incorrect; ithad its faults, but at the 
same timeits good points, According to our 
conception of the part, Mr. Abington in his 
representation made the avarjcious Jew, bad 
as he is, almost too revolting, too odious; 
we do not mean to cast a slur upon the ef- 
forts of so talented an actor by saying that 
he mis-conceived the character—we only 
observe that he did not act according to our 
notions, mayhap crude and incorrect. \ Hig 
acting, divested of a little conventionality 
and perhaps melo-dramatic manverism, ‘wall 
good; his delivery was energetic, “and she 


played with much animation and spirit. 
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The house was very full, and his exertions 
were crowned with success, tremendous 
cheering greeting him as he passed before 
the curtain at the conclusion of the play. 
The appointments and getting up of the 
pcorformance was very good, and the play was 
well cast. Success sectus to attend the pro- 
duction of good dramatic writings in this 
part of the metropolis. 
GRECIAN SALOON. 

The favourite opera of “ ‘The Crown Jew- 
els”’ is getting up at this house with great 
splendour. The company isa very efficient 
one, and we feel assured, from what we have 
before witnessed in the getting up of similar 
pieces, that “The Crown Jewels” will 
become a stock piece; the scenery and 
dresses are magnificent. ‘The gardens are a 
moral aud pleasant promenade, and the con- 
cert equal to anything of the kind in or near 
the metropolis. No person should omit 

seeing the interior of this theatre; it is 
without doubt the most unique in appear- 
ance of any theatre in this country. 


NOTICE. 
Will our numerous correspondents ob- 
serve that we have chanved our publisher, 
who has retired from business in consequence 
of ill-health. Mr. Brittain, No. 11, Pater- 
noster Row; and Mr. Collins, No. 3°, Ho- 
lywell Street, Strand, will be the publishers 
for the future. 
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Gur Leader. 
GOOD ENTERTAINMENT 
PATRON Is). 
Who says the drama is declining?) I> do. 


how vilten do you go to the thea- 


And pray 
tre?) Ladid'nt go last season, but IT gene- 
rally go about once a year. ‘Then, my friend, 
we cannot allow you to possess an opinion, 
The Haymarket is about to celebrate the 
554th night of its present season, by the 
benefit of its lessee. lere ts a house that 
is well managed, with excellent pertormers, 
with a full treasury for the climax. Go 


when you will you are always well pleased, 


and what is more, everything behind the 
curtain is managed so evenly, al] the per- 
formers seem on such agreeable terms one 
with the other. To make a piece attractive, 
they all lend a hand whether the parts are 
conspicuous or not. And then again the 
Haymarket performers are never to be found 
at any other place. At times, to make a 
slight variation, “ bright roving stars’’ are 
engaged. to give additional lustre. Thus, 
since last autumn, we have had the first tra- 
gic actress living, the most fascinating fe- 
male vocalist, and the eminent American 
actress; the unequalled Pauline, the charm. 
ing Black Domino, and the pathetic Romeo 
—the unfortunate Desdemona, the adventu- 
rous Catarina, and the wicked Lady Mac- 
beth—Knowles’s Julia, Balfe’s Enchantress, 





and Scott's Meg Merrilies. With such 
performers the Haymarket must continue to 


| take the Jead. Where are the equals of 
| Farren and Mrs, Glover? Who can lay 
| claim tothe mantle of Power but Hudson ? 
| 


; Where is there another such an oddity as 
| Buckstone? Who has amused us more 
than Priscilla Iforton ? But where al! are 
so good it is almost too bad to make selec- 
tions. We have not room to specify singly 
how much we admire even all those we have 
not mentioned. Prosperity must continue 


while such a company is collected together. 


} 

| . 
| A FEW BRIEF NOTES CONCERNING 
| 

| 





THE REVIVAL OF “THE MERRY 
WIVES OF WINDSOR,” AT THE 
PRINCESS'’S TUEATRE: 

Another triumph—great success of the 
“Merry Wives of Windsor.’’ Shakspeare 
will, it seems, yet draw, spite of all the 

mouthings about the decline of the drama, 
| and no good actors left, and such-like trash. 
| As we have repeatedly said, good actors are 
| plentiful enough, if you will only give them 
| a chance of showing their abilities, and that 
in a theatre where they can be heard with- 
| out bawling out, like some itinerant show. 
| man ata country fair. Nothing has more 
tended to keep sensible people from the 
theatre than those huge overgrown areas, 
Drury Lane and Covent Garden, quite un- 
fitted for the display of legitimate talent.— 
We do not go to a theatre totesi the strength 


fitted to comprehend the poet’s imaginings, 
to sev the workings of love, of passion, a 





of a man’s lungs—we go to see how far he is . 





ac 


ch 
ve 
ed 
Gi 








ay 


n? 


ore 
are 
ec- 
gly 


ave 


nue 





RY 
HE 


the 
eare 
the 
ama, 
rash. 
gs are 
them 
that 
with- 
how. 
more 
a the 
Areas, 
e un- 
nt.— 
ength 


rhe is . 


nings, 


jon, a 


remorse mirrored in his visage, and these 
only can be seen in a theatre of moderate 
dimensions. The great success of Mr, 
Macready in the tragic drama, at the Prin- 
cess’s, Mr. Phelps, at Sadler’s Wells, with 
the more recent triumph of the “ Merry 
Wives of Windsor,” surely must open the 
eyes of managers to the fact, that only give 
the public fine plays adequately represented, 
and full audiences will always be the result, 
Such plays as these elevate the actor and the 
audience; they bring out the performers 
talents that have been, alas, too often frit- 
tered away upon French translations and un- 
meaning balderdash. ‘The recent revival 
has been of great service ; it has brought 
to light, and placed in their proper posi- 
tion some actors hitherto almost unknown, 
and who had a fair chance of remaining so 
had not the present Comedy been revived. 
We do hope that Mr. Maddox will give them 
still further opportunities, by the revival of 
other works of merit, and then most assured- 
ly both actors and manager will reap their 
reward, 





But let us briefly notice a few of the 
actors. Wewell recollect some time back 
giving it as our humble opinion, when the 
character of Falstaff. was the subject of con- 
versation, that of modern actors none seem- 
ed to us so well suited for the part as Mr. 
Granby ; we were laughed at then, and we 
now beg to thank Mr. Granby for enabling 
us to turn the tables, and laugh at the 
laughers in return; for, most certainly, of 
modern Falstafls Mr. G. is by many degrees 
the best; he only wants a little more of the 
unctuous humour to make it a first-rate per- 
formance—this he will doubtless acquire ere 
long. We may here hint that we hope we 
way see next scason the revival of the 
“ First Part of Henry IV.’’ with Mr, Mac- 
ready as Hotspur, Wallack as the Prince, 
and Granby as Falstaff. Mr. Charles Ma- 
thews made quite a feature of Sir Hugh 
Evans, and we should think has silenced 
those “ cacklers’’ of the press, who are so 
very particular in informing you that Mr. 
M. has no talent for the legitimate drama. 

Madame Vestris’s Mrs. Page and Mr. 
Wallack’s Mr. Ford, are too well known 
tg require any comment, Mrs. Stirling was 
excellent as Mrs. Ford—we need say no 


more. Mi, Compton, as pure an actor of 
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the clowns, &c., of Shakspeare as the stage 
ever saw, gave a complete realization of 
Master Slender. 

We have now the pleasing duty, tous a 
most grateful one, of noticing an actor hi- 
therto almost unknown and unheard of; if 
he has not some good stuff in him, we have 
almost.a mind to give up writing, or ha- 
We allude to 
who, if we mistake not, 
came from the Surrey side of the water ; 
his performance of Dr. Caius was at the 


zarding an opinion again. 
Mr. Courtenay, 


least very meritorious, and gives promise of 
future excellence—and his performance of 
Lampedo, in the “ Honeymoon,’ was cer- 
tainly, of its kind, first-rate ; in small parts 
likewise, during Mr. Macready’s engage- 
ment, he showed considerable judyment. 
Nor must we forget Mr. S. Smith, mine host 
of the “ Garter,” who played the part as 
though he had been born, bred, and existed 
in an inn; it was a capital performance. 
And what shall we say of his Beefeater, in 
the “ Critic ?’’ why our sides are yet sore 
from the laughter he forced from us; a se- 
cond dose would, we fear, cause a dislocation 
of ourribs. In conclusion we must observe 
that the triumph achieved by the above per- 
formers is all their own, unaided by the 
greatest portion of the public press, who 
scarcely noticed the play or the performers, 
and those that did had hardly anything to 
say in favour of the above clever delinea- 
tions. Of course not—no one expected it. 
Actors who have great names are safe cards to 
play; the sapient critics of the press know 
they cannot be wrong with the public in 
saying they were * excellent,” ‘‘ beautiful,’ 
* thrilling,’ &c., but the actor who has yet 
a name to make may sink into oblivion ere 
they will give him a word of encouragement; 
not that we place any faith in the opinion of 
the critics of the daily or weekly press— 
nine times out of ten they are as ignorant as 
dirt, and as full of acid as an unripe lemon ; 
whose good opinions may be had tor a din- 
ner, or perhaps for alunch, or perhaps for 
even something less. The best critics and 
support of an actor are the audience; they 
make or unmake. Trusting we shail have 
many other opportunities of giving our 
humble support to deserving merits, we con- 
clude, 


DELTA. 
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SOCKANDBUSKINISMS. 
THINGS THAT ARE NoT TRUE. 

It is not true that Mr. Osbaldiston closed 
the Vic in consequence of having amassed 
sufficient to retire into private life. 

It is not true that Mr. Webster has offered 
to pay Mr, Charles Kean’s passage over the 
Atlantic, if he will but play at the Hay- 
market. 

It is not true that hundreds were nightly 
disappointed of seeing the monkeys and 
dogs at the Strand Theatre. 

Itis not true that M. Jullien will givea 
second masqued ball this summer. 

Linus To O, SMitu. 
If, by thy demon laugh and fiendish eye, 
Thy horrid gestures which defy _ 
Compeer at imitation—if the mind __ 
Conceives thou nothing art of human kind, 
And terror fixes thee ; when all is past, 
A supernatural being, thy fame will last ; 
For all that hear or see thee must confess, 
The reckless vampire in an actor’s dress. 

“ Beauty,” BY SHERIDAN KNoWLEs. 

They say that beauty needs no ornament, 
but sooth she fares the better having it, even 

though she keep it in her drawer. For I 
have known bracelets and rings do miracles, 
even where nature played the niggard, or 
next to it, 
GRIMALDI. 
Departed Joe, who all our sides set aching, 
Sure nature form’d the at a merry-making ; 
Compos’d of wit, broad grins, and jokes, 
A certain cure for dull and pining folks ; 
‘Lo see thee play was harder work by half, 
Than play itself—the labour was to laugh. 
Sure many a drooping, care-worn eye, 
Through thy grimace has since forgot to cry ; 
Batas thy life brought mirth with every year, 
So may thy mem’ry claim the friendly tear. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Genoa.— There has been just brought out 
in this city a new opera, in three acts, enti- 
tled “ Malek-Adel,’ which has been re- 
ceived by enthusiasm by an Italian audience. 
The maestro isthe Prince Joseph Poniatow- 
ski, already known for several good operas. 

He was called on the stage twenty-five 

times. The subject is taken from a tale by 

Madame Cottin; the style of the music is 

said to resemble the French school of Au- 
ber and Halevy, rather than the Italian. 
Vienna.—They celebrated in this capital, 
on 4th July, the 152nd anniversary of the 
birth ef Gluck ; on this occasion his funeral 
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monument, raised by public subscription, 
was solemnly inaugurated. 

Musicat CompPetition. — The commis- 
sion nominated to decide on the merits of 
original compositions for the musical meet- 
ing appointed by the French Minister of the 
Interior, has just commenced their labours, 
Out of nearly 1,800 pieces, the commission- 
ers have selected only 177 as entitled to a 
hearing. The number of pieces to be ad- 
mitted is about two-thirds of that selected 
by the examiners. 

The report of a third lyrical theatre being 
contemplated in Paris, is contradicted in 
** Le Monde Musical.” 

DEATH oF A CELEBRATED VocaALis?.— 
A singer, who in his day enjoyed great cele- 
brity, the basso Sassaroli, has just died at 
Dresden, at the advanced age of ninety 
years. He had the honour to be the first 
who sang the bass part in Mozart's “ Don 
Giovanni.” He enjoyed up to the last a 
most retentive memory. 

Paris Tueatres.—The lth inst. being 
the anniversary of the death of the Duc 
da’ Orleans, the Theatres Royal were closed. 

San CLoup.—The theatre of the palace 
at this place, which has not been opened for 
performances since the time of the Emperor 
Napoleon, has jnst been re-decorated in a 
most complete and magnificent style. It 
will open on the occasion of the visit of the 
King of Bavaria to the King of the French, 
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ScarsoroucH Tueatre. — Roxby is 
open here, with Harry Beverley, C. Bland, 
Reeves, Mortimer; Misses J. M. Dicken- 
son, Angelique, Benson, Newton, Edwards, 
and Granby. 

Leeps.—Pritchard and Mrs. Ternan are 
the guns here; but, alas! Leeds is not what 
it was under Downe and Falkner, or Cum- 
mins. Managers should noé star their own 
names; “it shows a most pitiful ambition 
in the ‘person’ that uses it.’ Hamilton 
(the Irish actor) is here, and little Fanny 
Ternan. 

Harirax.--A Mr. Pablo has a circus 
open here. This order of performance suits 
the tastes of the lieges far better than the 
drama. Py 

Benepict snp F. Lasuacine will ac. 
company Grisi, Mario, and John Parry, on 
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their provincial tour, which will take place 
jmediately after the Birmingham festival. 

ANOTHER PARTY, consisting of Castel- 
jan, Corbari, Marras Ciabatta, Orsini, and 
Fornasari, will give performances in the 
north of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
commencing on the 24th of August. Her 
Majesty’s Theatre will close on the 20th of 
next month. 

LiveRPOOL.—This town was at one time 
truly theatrical, but the ‘ star’’ system has 
In 1574 
(the dawn of Shakspeare’s day), “ playes 
and dawnsings”’ were had at the then Town 
Hall, of Liverpool. About 1650 a theatre 
was erected in an alley, in James Street. 
In 1680, a sort of barn, next to the Cock- 
pit, in Moor Street, was the Histrionic 
Temple. Then the players had a place in 
the Old Ropery; in 1759, at a theatre in 
Entwistle Street, afterwards called Drury 
Lane (this was during Garrick’s greatest 
popularity). ‘The Drury Lane Theatre held 
80/. It was pulled down, and the materials 
sold, in 1766. In 1771, Gibson got a li- 
cence to establish a King’s Company, and 
he built a house in Will’amson Square ; the 
design by the well-known Sir William 
Chambers; this opened in 1772. This 
building was repaired and re-decorated for- 
ty-three years since. Bath, York, and Li- 
verpool were the three dramatic nurseries ; 
and Henderson, Cooke, Kemble, Siddons, 
Jordan, Mathews, Emery, Fawcett, Knight, 
Elliston, Davison, Melton, Glover, Edwin, 
Lovegrove (amid hundreds more) were 
educated on one stage or the other. 

With the spread of free trade in theatri- 
cals, other playhouses arose, the Queen’s 
Theatre, Christian Street, erected in 1803 ; 
the Royal Amphitheatre, in Great Charlotte 
Street, in 1825; the Liver, in Church 
Street, 1829. This theatre was persecuted 
by the proprietor of the Theatre Royal, and 
in 1843, convictions were had against Ray- 
mond, Webster, Buckstone, Mrs. Fitzwil- 
liam, Madame Celeste, and Mrs. Honey. 
How noble and manly to bring gui tam ac- 
tions against three ladies, who had (two of 
them at Ieast) delighted both hemispheres ! 
Parliament relieved them from the penalties. 

‘Phe Sans Pareil (kept by Mr. Holloway) 
has ceased to exist. 

The Theatre Royal presented on Thurs- 


ruined its histrionic reputation. 
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day the opera of “ Maritana;’ Allen, 
Stretton, and Misses Rainforth and Poole 
being the stars, 

The Liver had “ Pizarro” and “ Luke 
the Labourer.” The company consists of 
Charles Pitt, Lysander, Thompson, Monta- 
gue, Chapman, Paynter, Godfrey, Clifton ; 
Mdlle. Desplaces, Misses Sinclair, Connor, 
M. Melville, Mesdames Barrowcliff, C. F. 
Marshall, Wallace, Clifton, &. Mr. Mar- 
shall, manager. 

At the Queen’s, or Adelphi, Christian 
Street, are Lacy, Lynne, Walton, Fitzroy, 
Chester, James Browne, P. Corri, W. J. 
Hammond, E. L. Hime, Misses Rebecca, 
Isaacs, Lebatt, G. Lebatt, Mesdames Wal- 
ton, Raymond, and Lloyd. Notwithstand- 
ing the excellence of the company, the bu- 
siness is very bad. Compare this company 
with that of the last season at the Olympic ; 
indeed, with any London minor company, 
and its superiority becomes apparent, and 
yet it is a losing concern. Miss Romer, 
Borrani, and Harrison are underlined for 
twelve nights. 

The Amphitheatre, so called, though it is 
one no longer, has Mrs. and Mr. R. Honner, 
Harry Hall, and a host of talent. Mrs. 
Honner has electrified the Liverpoolians ; 
Honner himself would, by his style of ma- 
nagement, realise a fortune in Liverpool. 
The Americans, who patronise the amphi- 
theatre and congregate at Mrs. Stebbing’s 
Tavern, are in exstacies with the “little 
woman”’ (Mrs. Honner). ‘ She’s the rale 
grit—quite ondeniable, that gall. She’s no 
mincin’, wincin’ critter, but goes the whole 
hog--don’t stand shiverin’ and shakin’ like 
a blue nose at a cold bath, but plunges 
right in—dashes ’mid the waves and break- 
ersof human emotion, and triumphs through 
the tempest. She’s a little Niagara—and 
that’s a fact.” 

Keller and his beautiful wife are at the 
Zoological Gardens. Carter and his Mam- 
moth horse, at 51, North John Street; and 
there are concerts, entertainments, statues, 
a dried whale, and half a hundred other 
things, to entice the masses. 





CHIT-CHAT. 
Mapame PersiAn1 has entered into an 


engagement for two years with the manager 
of the Opera at Madrid. 
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Tom MatrtHews is setting the good folks 
of Portsmouth on the broad grin. Mr. 
Hogg’s theatre is crowded nightly, and he 
deserves the patronage he receives. Messrs. 
E. Laws, W. Shalders, Smithers, Swift, 
Chicheley, Barratt, Alfred Benson, Rorke ; 
Misses ‘Trafford, Brown, Parry, Blake, 
Wood, Mdlle. Rose, and Mrs. F. Raymond 
form an efficient company. 

Mr. Exputnsrone has taken the City 
Theatre for one week; if it answers he in- 
tends to keep it open for a longer period. 
The 3rd of August is the opening night. 


To Correspondents. 

Leoro.p.—Thanks for the MS. The sub- 
editor you speak of is taking an advan- 
taze of some person in our service. Any 
letters left at Collins’s will be safe. 

W. Wep.—We will peruse the papers, and 
are obliged for the compliment paid us. 

H. M.—It always gives us pleasure to as- 
sist a deserving person when it lays in our 
power. P . 

H. H.—Miss Keeley is in her sixteenth 
year. When she reaches twenty we shall 
discontinue to give any further informa- 
tion on this point. : 

. Jeans.—Is Mr. Selby, of the Adelphi, a 
married man? Yes, and his wife is a very 
clever actress. It is said he wears the 
most beautiful waistcoats of any one in 
the profession, so it is hinted at the Adel- 
phi. 

A Susscriper.—We do not know the age 
of Miss C. Seyton; as she is a candid 
lady, she will no doubt satisfy your curio- 
sity. ; : 

BartoLozz1.—The lady is married to a Mr. 
Lacey, but not Walter Lacey. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
mmaniiipaocee 


Cremorne-on-Thames. 
REMORNE GARDENS, King’s-road, 
Chelsea. —GALA NIGHTS, Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, Admission 1s. The off 
nights Tuesday, and Thursday, an_ excellent 
entertainment, only 6d. The gardens are open 
on Sundays, at half-past 4 o'clock. No charge for 
admission; but every visitor is expected to take a 
refreshment card tothe amount of 6d. Conveyances 
to town after the performances have been arranged. 
PUBLIC DINNERS.—Mr. Ellis begs to direct 
the attention of gentlemen having to cater for Club 
Dinners and Annual Celebrations, to a view of the 
newly erected Banquetting Hall, in the Park of 
Cremorne, capable of dining 2,000 persons. Also, 
to the superbly-furnished and well-appointed Rooms 
in the Weasize, for large and small Dining Par- 
ties. Everything on a scale of excellence and eco- 
nomy unmatched in the history of modern gastro- 
nomy. 


—_ 
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Madame Tussaud’s 


MAGNIFICENT ADDITION. 

R. MACREADY, the eminent Trage- 

dian, in the character of CoRIOLANUs, 
in the most splendid classical Roman costume 
ever seen in this country, of matchless beauty.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS have the great 
pleasure to announce the above as the most unique 
figure it has ever been their good fortune to pro- 
duce. ‘This is one of the best exhibitions in the 
metropolis.”—T'imes.—Open from Eleven in the 
morning till Ten at night.—Bazzar, Baker-street, 
Portman-square. 


In Eight Lessons. 
RITING, WRITING, WRITING. 

— Defying all Competition, Mr. 
SMART continues to Reform the WRITING, how- 
ever bad, of Persons of any age; imparting, in 
Eight easy Lessons, a permanent and flowing style 
of Penmanship, distinguished alike by its elegance, 
freedom, and boldness of English charaeter.— 
Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Short-hand, &c. Apply 
at the Institution, 7, New-street, Covent-garden. 

“Under Mr. Smart, penmanship has been reduc- 
ed to a science, and the acquisition, theyefore, of 
what is called a ‘‘good hand,” rendered but “ the 
labour of an hour!”—Polytechnic Journal. 

Reference to Mr. Roberts, 22, New-street, Covent 
Garden. 





Astonishing Cures. 


STONISHING EFFICACY OF 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. — (The 

Testimony of a Clergyman vouching to Eleven 
Cases of Cures by these wonderful Pills). 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. George Prior, 
Curate of Mevagh, Letter Kenny, Carrigart, 
Ireland, 10th January, 1846 

To Proresson HoLtoway.—Sir,—I send you 
acrude list of some eleven cases, ali cured by the 
use of your Pills. 1 cannot exactly give you a pro- 
fessional name to the various complaints, but this J 
know, some of them baffled the skill of Derry and 
this County. Ina previous letter this gentleman 
states as follows :—Within a short distance of my 
house resides a small farmer, who for more than 
Twenty Years has been ina bad state of health; 
Mrs. Prior gave him a Box of the Pills, which did 
him so much good that I heard him say, for Twenty 
Years past he never ate his food or enjoyed it so 
much as since taking your Pills. 

(Signed) GEORGE PRIOR. 

*,* The above reverend and pious Gentleman 
purchased some Pounds worth of the Pills for the 
benefit of his poor Parishioners. 

Sold at the Establishment of Professor Holloway, 
244, Strand, near Temple Bar, London, and by 
most all respectable Druggists and Dealers in Me- 
dicines throughout the civilized World, atthe fol- 
lowing prices :—Is 14d., 28. 9d., 48. 6d., 118., 226., 
and 33s. each Box. Thereis a considerable saving 
by taking the larger sizes. N.B.—Directions for 
the Guidance of Patients in every Disorder: are 
affixed to each Box. 





Dramatic and Musical Works for review, and 
communications of every kind, for the Editor, 
to be addressed to the Publisher (post-paid;) 
11, Paternoster Row, and 39, Holywelé-street, 
Strand, 
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